i8         THE MEANING OF THE WAR

For a long period Germany devoted her-
self to poetry,  to art, to metaphysic.   She
was  made,  so she said, for thought and
imagination;  "she had no feeling for the
reality of things."   It is true that her ad-
ministration   had   defects,   that   she    was
divided into rival states, that  anarchy   at
certain times seemed beyond remedy.   Never-
theless, an attentive study would have re-
vealed, beneath this   disorder, the   normal
process of life, which is always too rank at
the first and later on prunes away its excess,
makes its choice and adopts a lasting form.
From her municipal activity there would have
issued at length a good administration which
would have assured order without suppress-
ing liberty.   From the closer union of the
confederated states that unity in diversity,
which is the distinguishing mark of organized
beings, would have arisen.   But time was
needed for that, as it always is needed by life,
in order that its possibilities may be realized.
Now, while Germany was thus   working